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but it is my intention to publish 





FOR THE INFORMER. 


TO PATRONS. 
Brethren and ‘Friends, 
_ dt is now four years since I commenced publishing the 
Religious Informer monthly, and by looking back through 


its pages, and seeing the names of so many of the professed 
followers of the Lamb, most of whom I never saw, and prob- 


d 2acth of each month. 


delayed, until the last of the month; 






ably never shall until the last trump shall sound, my heart 
“]§ exults with joy at the ly of meeting so large a company 
si béfore the throne of our blessed master. Through the me- 
‘iy dium of the Informer, many have become acquainted, who, 
?#@ otherwise would never have heard of each other in time, 
- 8 and the information has been to many “like cold water to a 
6 sty soul.” | 
=H ©=- Revivals of religion, and accounts of churches and indi- 
4 | eaog walking as becometh saints, have been pleasing to 
Sie sert, and the moral lessons and poetic strains, we hope 
a have been useful to encourage the christian to persevgge, 


and persuade the poor sinner to seek salvation. 

It has been my intention never to admit any thing into 
the pages of the Informer, that would not be calculated for 
the Se of the cause of Christ; but my imperfection in 
judgment has no doubt been the cause of some things being 
inserted, that would have been better omitted. In the 
course of last volume, some Masonic essays have been in- 
serted, which were thought to be valuable, but finding that 
the feelings of several of my brethren are hurt on that ac- 
count, and being willing to submit to the superior abilities 


of others, I shall cheerfully comply with their request, and 
hot admit any more of the kind. | 


This No. of the Informer has 
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A piece was admitted in the number for, October « 
Ied “An Independent Wit,” that never ought to have 
graced the pages of the Informer. It was selected ina 
ry, and without that mature deliberation, that ever o 
to characterize an editor. ‘Frue there is considerable | 
ity displayed m rt; but when we consider that passage! 
scriptare were quoted, relating to the most solemn circ 
stance that ever transpired; and see these converted 
gratify a sarcastical wit, it should make us shudder. I h 
never again to be guilty of such an oversight. 

Many are pleased with the introduction of music, 
wish for more of the Informer devoted to it; but th 
should consider, that most of the readers of the Infor 
are unacquainted with singing by note, and singers must 
contented with a small portion in each number, to give rx 
for other matter. Above all things, let us be eareful, t 
we “sing with the spirit, and with the understanding al 
then we shall be prepared to sing the song of Moses 
the Lamb, when time shall be no more. It cannot be 
pected that.a periodical work can be conducted, so as 
meet the wishes of every individual ; but if it receive 
approbation of the great head of the church, then ey 
neccessary purpose is answered. 

My brethren, We are now drawing to the elose of an 
er year, and may | be permitted, through the medium 
the Informer, to address you. Has your time been de 
ed’ to the service of God? Have you improved every 
portunity to do good ? Have you admonished your acqu 
tance by example and by word? In short, have you 5; 
the time as though you expected to answer for each 
in the pay or supGmMenT? If you find by examination, 1 
you have fallen short of your duty, O, try now to dot 
your diligence. Our opportunities on earth are short, 
may we so live, that at last we can say, we have fought 
good fight, finshed our course, and kept the faith, and 
with a good hope of receiving that crown, that God, 
_ righteous judge has laid up for us. 

Sinners, what shall I say to you? God has preserved 
one year more, while he one taken many around yon 

Phd 






death. Will you trample on his mercy yet longer 


you slight that blood of the dear Saviour, that has flo 
SO heal) to cleanse you from sin! Q reflect now upon 
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shortness of time, and the important necessity of being pre- 
pared for eternity ! Christ om you durable riches, 1p him 
are pleasures forever more. Now attend his loving "voice, 
and no longer delay ; then yoy shall know the enjoyment of 
his salvation, and if you persevere in well doing, you will 
wear that crown of glory, that shall never fade away. 

Do receive this exhortation as from one that loves your 
precious souls, and hopes to meet you in glory, where joy 
shall be complete. Epiror. 








He HEH 
EDITORIAL. 

Ir has been requested that each church should make re- 
gular returns to the Quarterly Meeting, to which they be- 
long, of the number of their members, &c. at each and ev- 
ery time the q. m. assembles, that the q. m. Clerks can be 
able to make returns to the Editor of the Informer in the 
month of Nov. annually, so that in the number for Decem- 
ber, each year, it may be ascertained what is the increase 
from one year to another, the names and residence of all 
the his &c. But we are sorry to say that this has 
too much been neglected. We earnestly request that all 
the churcnes in the connexion would in the year 1824, at- 
tend particularly to this reasonable and easy request, that 
the Informer may at the close of the 5th volume, contain 
that information, that is so much desired. 

We shall only give the amount of most of the gq. m’s. in 
short this year, with a few q. m’s. as a specimen of what we 
hope we shall be able to give of the whole next year. 

The number of Yearly Meetings belonging to the com 
nexion is five, which are called by the names of the New- 
Hampshire, Edgecomb, Gorham, Vermont, and Holland- 
Purchase Yearly Meetings. ‘These contain in all 16 quare 
terly meetings. 

New Hanmpsnurae Y. M. 

There are three q. m’s. belonging to this Y. M. viz. New- 
Durham, Sandwich, and Weare. New-Durham q- Mm. isom~ 
posed of 18 Elders, 22 Churches, 1646 members. 

Sandwich q. m. is composed of 13 Elders, 15 Churches, 
and the number of members is unknown. 


The names and residence of the Elders in Weare q: @ 
is as follows: 


i 























Benjamin Tolman, Ashby. 


Jonathan Rowe, 
Ebenezer Chase, 
Timothy Morse, 
Solomon Howe, 


Bradford. 
Enfield. 


Fishersfield. 


Newport. 
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Elijah Watson and 

William Dodge, Sutton. 
H. D. Buzzeil, Weare. 
Dexter Smith, 


Weathersfield, © 
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The following is a list of the churehes, together with the _ 
number of members in the last and present years. 


Ashby : 
Bradford - 
Enfield . - 
Fishérsfiel€d «= - 
Newport + 


Springfield 








1822 | 1823 
un- | k’n. 
28| 31 
12| 724} 
76| 76 
80} 88 
add.| 24 








Sutton - { 40 41 
Warner . 12 12 
Weare - 104] 116 
Weathersfield and 
- Windsor . Sli 6! 
‘Wilmot . 94 25 
Tora, 487 
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Epepcoms and Gorsam Yearty Menrines 
Contain five q. m’s. by the names of Edgecomb, Farming- 
ton, Gorham, Montville, and Parsonsfield. 
The number of Elders in these two Yearly Meetings is 


66. Number of Churches 85. 


Is composed of three q. m’s. viz. Strafford, Wheelock, and q 


Huntington. 


Strafford q. m. is composed of 11 ordained preachers, 14 | 


Vermont Yearty Meetine 


. churches, and 735 members. 
Wheelock gq. m. is returned as follows: 


Names of Elders. 
Daniel Quimby, 
Jonathan Nelson, 
Danie} Chappel, 
Moses Norris, 
Abel Bugbee, 
Paul Holbrook, 


Barnston 
Burke 
Cabot 
Concord 
Navey 
Shefheld 


Residence. 


Lyndon. 
Wheelock. 








Joseph Woodman, 
Sutton. David Colby, : Sutton. 
Burke. Ezekiel Powers, Burke. 
Montpelier. Jonas Attes, Navey. 
Churches. 
1822 | 1823 | Sutton 70 
17} 80] Waterford ba 
19 19 | Montpelier S ie 27 

60} 60 | Wheelock 122 

17] 35 | Woodbury 53] 50". 

12 . 

| a1} 704 Totat, 429 | 578 | 








David Kent, Stewartstown: | 
Unordained Preachers. 
Erastus Harvey, Lyndon 
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7 ber of Churches, 11, number of members, 356, 


le 
| Hotianp Purcuase Yearty Meerine. 
| We have had no late returns from this Y. M. but by the. 
* |) last accounts we received, it appears that | 
The number of Elders in waa meeting was - 22 
_ Number of Churches, - : > 36° 
2 | Number of Members, ° ° ° 1139. 
> & 
A Quarterly Meeting has been formed in the State of 
Ohio in the course of the past year, which is composed of 
: | 3 Elders, 7 churches, and 227 members, The particulars 


e of this Vol 

| pears by the following letter, that another q. m. is formed 
. |) in that state, a particular account of which, we shall prob 
ably receive publish hereafter. 


of which may be seen in the 114 pag 





! FOR THE INFORMER. 
Copy of a letter to the Editor, from Brothers Ebenezer Cole, 
4 and Obadiah Jenney, dated Clarksfield, Ohio, October \st, 
a 1823. | 


_ Brorner Cuase, 
| | We now present you with the minutes of the Qr. Meet- 


ing, which was attended in Clarksfield, the last Saturday 
and Sabbath in Sept. ‘There being so little alteration since 
last Q. M. that it renders it unnecessary to relate the num- 
bers, which constitute the several churches. The two 
churches on Ohio river, viz. Rutland and Alexander were 
dropped from our minutes, by reason of thé constitution of 
a Q. M. in that vicmity. Our society appear to be well 
united, and firm im their sentiments. Qur laborers are very 
few; those, who attended, were Elder Collins, Elder Allen, 
and Ebenezer Cole, a licensed preacher. The Q. M. is 
next to-be holden in Greenfield, Huron County, on the last 
_ Saturday and Sabbath in January. 

7 Signed in behalf of the Q. M, 

a Expenezer Cote, Mod. 

4 : Opaoian Jenney, Clerk. 








_ %% 
’ FOR THE INFORMER. 
Copy of a letter Sas Br. John Hinkley, to the Editor, dated 
Georgetown, Je. Nov. 4, 1823. 





The number of Elders in Huntington q. m.-is seven, num 


It ap~ 
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Brotner Crase, 

As | was appointed Clerk of our last Quarterly Meeting, 
I should think it my duty to give you the information you 
desire of the state of the churches, &c. But it is a fact, 
that so little attention is paid to furmshing our Quarterly 
Meetings with this information, that I am not able to give 
you any thing of ree consequence, in addition to that. 

ublished in the Informer last year. 1 believe there has 
been no large increase or diminution of numbers in any of 
the Churches, except a considerable increase in Bristol; and 
no alteration m the number or residence of the preachers, 
except the removal of Elder Briggs to ‘Topsham. 

The following account of our last q. m. you will publish 
m the Informer, if you think proper. 

Edgecomb q. m. was holden on Parker's Island, [George- 
town, | the 18th and 19th October. The churches, which 
communicated information of their standyng appeared in gen- 
eral to be in a low state, though generally stedfast in the 
faith. Intelligence was received from Bristol, that a good- 
ly number had lately professed a change of heart there, 
and about twenty had been baptized by Elder Benaiah 
Pratt, who has been laboring for some time in that town. 
We had also information that there is a good prospect 
in several other places. But from a number of church- 
es we received no information, and we addressed letters to 
most of them, exhorting them to be more attentive to this 
duty in future. — Joun Hinxtey, Clerk. 

Our next q. m. is appointed at Edgecomb, on the third 
Saturday and Sabbath in Jan. next. 

—— I (oo 
, : FOR THE INFORMER. 
Copy of a letter from Elder Reuben Allen to the Editor, dated 

Powtucket, R. I. Cct. 28, 1823. 

After a silence of a number of months, I take my pen 
again to write you, and the most pleasing subject is that of 
the prosperity of Zion. I would now state some things as 
respects this part of the Church of God, that composes this 
Q. Meeting. From our returns at the last Q. M. we learn 
that about four years ago, there was but one church in 
these parts, Acelvasinniod Freewill Baptists, consisting of 


gbocur eixty members. We have now seven churches, and 
about five Hundred members. I think that we ought to be 
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so far from being discouraged, that every heart ought fo 
glow with love to God, and every member be engaged for 
the farther spread of his name; and notwithstanding our 

rosperity, we have reason to pray like the prophet, “OQ 
V ord, revive thy work.” ‘The good seed. was first planted 
by Brother J. Colby, that now rests from his labour, and his 
name never to be forgotten in this part of the land. He 
has been succeeded by other faithful laborers, and the har- 
vest has been glorious. | 

‘Two-years. ago, in the providence of the Lord, I was per- 
mitted to-come into this part of the land, to enjoy the fruits 
of their faithfal labour, and since that time, have felt a 
concern for the welfare of the people, and in all our tri- 
als, have enjoyed much good; but have to acknowledge 
that 1 have done but little, but haye had the pleasure of 
seeing some churches gathered, and of baptizing 120 in that 
term of time; 80 for the last eight months, and hope that 
{ shall be so humble, that I shall yet see more. But when 
I see what others have done, and how little I do, [ many 
times doubt whether the Lord has ever called me to the 
work; yet I feel a woe, if I think of laying down my testi- 
mony, and my real cry is, Lord help. The brethren are 
well united, and we hope that the five hundreds will be in- 
creased to thousands. Finally brethren, pray for us, that 
the word of the Lord may prosper among us, and many 
more be found the happy sharers»in his grace, and that we 
as preachers may be more wise and humble. 

Farewell, 
| Revsen Aten. 
2k 
FOR THE INFORMER. 
Copy of a letter to the Editor, from Elder Arthur Caverno, 
dated, Strafford, NV. 1. Nov. 22, 1823. 
Dear Broruer, 
A little more than twenty-two years has elapsed since 
natural birth, and a little more than five, since, I trust, 
God converted my soul. Almost four years have rolled 
round, since J have commenced laboring in the unbounded 
field of the gospel. 

Within six months past, I have seen much of the glory of 
God displayed in the conversion of simmers, accompaiied 
with a general revival of his work among saints where J 
have been. 
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_ Returning homeward from the Yearly Meeting, holden’ | 
m Gorham, (Me.) on the first Saturday and Sunday of the 
present month, my ears were saluted with the sound of a’ 
reformation in Barrington, adjoming my own native town, . 
which caused my soul to magnify the Lord and my spirit to‘ 
rejoice in God my Saviour. | 

J arrived home on Saturday, one week from the’ day the’ 
Yearly Meeting commenced, and found to my joy that God. 
had begun another reformation in this part of -his vineyard. 
The next day I attended the funeral of an aged: brother in 
Christ, whe, after a long and distressing sickness, departed 
this life m the triumphs of gospel salvation. While preach- 
ing to a —_ assembly of people from Malachi, 3 Chap. 2° 
verse, the Holy Spirit came down-in a powerful manner, so- 
that there was a general weeping among the people.’ 


| 

! 
Here I had the privilege of seeing those converts that | 
had so lately experienced religion: ‘Two young: men, that , 
were formerly companions with me in sin, now were present, ) 
and happy in God. I rejoiced to see them engaged in so’ | 
good a cause, as that which they had so lately espoused. 
In the evening we had a meeting in the neighborhood, and’ 
though there were three preachers present, neither had the: | 
privilege of preaching, for meeting had but just commenced, , 
when a young damsel! fell upon her knees and began to-cry- I 
to God for mercy. Soon, another followed her example, : 
and before ten o’clock, they both were converted to God. 


The next evening Elder Samuel Dyer, of Loudon, N. H. as 
had a meeting in Strafford, and after an appropriate dise | 
course from Genesis, 45 Chap. 20 v. three young women 
came upon their knees and cried to God for mercy. Soon 
they found peace, and were as happy converts as: ever I 
saw. 

The work began under the improvement of Elder E. 
Place of Rochester, and is gomg on now ‘gradually’ both im‘ 


Strafford and Barrington, though now it is more _particular- 


_ lyin Strafford. About twelve or fifteen have’ been conver« 


ted, wanderers come home, and brethren in general greatly: . 
revived. ) 
1 remain your’s in gospe} union, 


Anruur Caversa | 
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185. 
Copy of «letter from Brother Thomas Park to the Editor, dated Prospect, 

MMe; November 2nd, 1823. 

BroTHER CHASE, 

{ think 1t is my duty to transmit to you some account of the wonder- 
fui displays of almighty grace, in the conversion of dear sinners in this“ 
section of the country. 

About the middie of Sept. last, the Lord began to revive the work. 
ef reformation in the western seetion of this town among the Methodist 
Brethren, and since that time, has continued to pour out of his spirit in 
a wonderful manner, until it is thought, that between thirty and forty 
have experienced the sweet powers of emancipating or delivering’ 

race. , 
: I visited them a few days ago, at the time of an evening meeting, 
arid after hearing a profitable discourse delivered, I then had the 
privilege of hearing the testimoxies of ten or fifteen of the happy con- 
verts and although | had heard from good authority concerning the 
work in that piace yet | must’acknowledge with the ancient queen, that | 
the one half had’never been'told me, ‘Thaf*which most affected my 
heart, was the testimony of a little girl, imher ninth year, while she 
rose upon her feet, and it appear’d with the greatest deliberation; and 
began m these melting strains > “Oh,” said, she “the blessed Jesus has 
converted ‘my little soul, and there is a little crown of glory laid up in 
~) heaven and ‘I expect to wear it in a short'time.” Thus she continued 
_ to speak and exhort her friends, until it seemed that every heart mast 
> feel and relent: ‘Truly the work is glorious. Denomination spirit, 
~ which before has taken a high stand is now falling to the ground like 
_ Dagon before the Ark, until about 70 of old and young are sweetly uni 
ted to follow the Lamb, and the work is still rapidly spreading into” 
different parts of the town; and I think that it is that reformation, 
> that will prevail, and it is my sincere prayer to Almighty God, that it” 
>) might'spread from country ‘to country, from kingdom+o kingdom, until 
reformation shall reach to reformation, and the knowledge of the truth 
cover the earth, as the waters cover the mighty deep. 
~ I now leave the subject of the reformation, and would just observe ; 
as it'respects the state of religion in this part of the town, where I| re" 
side, notwithstanding we have some trials and labour. yet the prospect 
in general is encouraging. I think that the Lord has converted a num- 
her of late; we expect to attend to the ordinance of baptism shortly, 
“#alvation is sweetly sounding in the name of Jesus Christ, and satan’s 
“kingdom is losing ground. Even so, Amen. : 
- I subscribe myself a servant to all God’s People for Jesus sake, 
Tuomas Par. 


3 FOR THE INFORMER. 

opy of a letter to the Editor, from Br. Ezra Towne, dated Washington, 
> Pa. Nov. 2d, 1823. : 
Wear Sir, 

Although a stranger to you, and have no acquaintance with you, only 
hrough your “ Religious Informer,” it has become my painful task to 
cquaint you with an afflictive dispensation of Divine Providence, which 
as overwhelmed usin tears andscrrow. Itis but little more than a vear, 
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siace the Lord.saw fit to take. our father from us by the stroke of death, 
who was aiways teaching his childreu, and giving them good counsel. 
And it is but about four months since my sister-in-law, Consort oi my 
brother, Eider Ein ‘Lowne, iett this vale of tears: and iast of ali, which 
gives us accute anguish of heart, | have j,ust received a letter, which 
gives an account of the death and burial of my brother, kider bili 
‘lowne. 

He started from here the first of June in his Master’s service, and 
went to Cooperstown, N. Y. from thence to Detroit, in the Michigan 
Yerritory. He sent me word from Detroit, that he meant to go to 
Cincinnati, and from that home, but alas! in Cincinnati he tound bis 
grave. 

Here follows an extract of the letter I received. 

‘‘On the twenty-third day of September last, there came a man to 
“ this town, who called himself Eli ‘T'owne, and said he was a fF reewiil 
“‘ Baptist preacher, and had credentials accordingly. He aiso siated 
_“ that he had been to Detroit, and through the Maumee Country. We 
“ have found some small accounts of his travels, but have not looked 
*¢ over all his papers. He was taken sick the evening that he came 
“ here, and put up at M’Farland’s Tavern; being invited, he came the 
“ next morning to Garret Vanausdols, from there he was taken to Jacob 
“ Hubbils, from there he was taken to widow Allen’s, who was hired 
** to take care of him. There he remained until the third day of Oc- 
“ tober, then, alas, he died. The day following, a funeral sermon was 
* preached, and he was buried. You may be assured that he was nurs- 
*¢ ed with the greatest care and attention. Dr. Woolley, a respectable 
‘“* physician was called, who attended him regularly through his 8ick- 
* ness, but all our efforts failed. He is gone; but we hope he is gone 
** to rest. I conversed with him on the subject of death and a future 
* state, he professed to have faith and confidence in Jesus Christ, but 
‘‘ wished to live on account of his family, and also to do more in the 
* vineyard of the Lord,” &c. 


I have read the letter over and over again, and can hardly believe 
what it says. _1 would willingly believe it a fiction or a dream, but 
reason teaches me it is lamentably true. What joy we should all have 
had, couid we have beheld him once more on this side the grave; but 
the judge of all the earth knows what is best and he will do right. 

We ought to submit to the will of Divine Providence, and not be car- 


ried away beyond measure at any thing, that happens in this world of 4 


sorrow and affliction ; but look to Jesus, who is the author of our salva- 
tion, and died that we might live; and seeing that we shall not meet 


our brother again here, we hope to meet him at the glorious ressurrece | 


tian. | Amen, 
— Ezra Towne. 
DIED, 


In Farmington, N. H. of consumption, Sept. 18th, 1823, Nabby Berry, | 


wife of Elder Nathaniel Berry of that town, aged 32 years.” She was 


_ much resigned to her situation, and left the world in peace, leaving her | 
affectionate husband and four children to mourn the loss of a valuable — 
companion and fond mother; but they do not mourn as those who have | 
m2 hope. Her funeral was attended on the 20th, by a numerous Com | 
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| course of connections and sympathizing frfends, at which time a pa. 


thetic and interesting discourse was delivered on the occasion, by hid, 


J. Boody of New Durham, from Ezekiel, 24. 16,18.  Behoid | take 


from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke. Sol spake unto the 

people in the morning, and at even my wiie died, and 1 did in the 

morning as | was commanded. Commnunicated. 
In this town, Miss Mahala Paddleford, aged 18. 





FROM THE GUARDIAN. 
ON EXTRAVAGANCE IN DRESS. 


The extravagance, which distinguishes all ranks of socicty, at the 
present day is too obvious to be denied by any one who has any -inter- 
course with mankind. ‘Lhe low price 0: almost every articie of tor- 
eign merchandize, enables the rich and ihe poor to gratify the pride 
and vanity of their hearts. ‘Che poor can make up in tinsel, what is 
wanting in substance ; and thus our churciies have become as it wera 
theatres of display, where each ciass seems to vie with the other in 
the vain pomp of dress. I cannot but think that much of this sin of 
general extravagance is chargeable to the rich. ‘They are not conten- 
ted with appearing neat and simple, (in which | apprehend true eiv- 
gance consits,) but they must appear taudry. One iamily wishes to at- 
tract the attention of the others by something superb in their dress or 
equippage. This provokes jealousy and excites emulation. ‘Ihose 
who have the means, immediately exert themselves to outsirip their 
neighbours who have given such a challenge, and if they dare not ven- 


7 ture on so costly an establishment, they can easiiy procure materials, 
> that will make as great show. When such consequence seems to be 


attached to outward appearance by the higher class, it is not strange 
that those in the lower walks should be anxious to imitate them. In a 
community where sentiments of equality are instilled into the minds of 
children at an early age, and where many are taught by weak parents, 
to look with a kind of jealously upon the rich, it is very natural, that 
young persons should bear with much impatience that superiority, 
which they imagine expensive dress gives to its rich owner, and that 
they should strive to come as near them as possible. Hence in many 
of our principal towns the children of the poorer class assume a stile 
of dress which is wholly inconsistent with their condition, and which 
cannot be maintained without greatly restricting them in the comforts 
of life. If the books of the merchant were examined, it would undoubt- 
edly appear that the debts incurred by many families, and for which they 
are harrassed and perplexed, are made up of articles procured for the 
purpose of mere display. A farmer who would be able to support -his 
family in a decent a id respectable manner, by his economy and indus- 
try, and to keep hin self free from embarrassment, suffers himself to be 
overcome by the in\portunity of his children, and runs in debt for 
those vanities, which only serve to render the folly of his children con- 
spicuous, by displaying their pride to the world. His sons must dress 
in a handsome broadcloth coat when one of home manviacture would 
be much more respectable ; his daughters must each have a Leghora 
bonnet and two or three silk or crape gowns to be covered over with 
ribbons and laces, &c. To procure these finertes, the farm is eventual- 
*y mortgaged, and a comfortable independence sacrificed. The slavery 
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of fashion has ruined many honest and respectadle families, by plung. 
ing them into debt so deeply that no ordinary efforts could extricate, | 
them. The merchant or the money-lender who has a sure hold upon |} 
the farm is willing to let his debt remain, while it is safe. It continueg) | 
to accumulate perhaps until the parent dies, and then the chiidren are | 


compelled to disperse and seek means for their own subsistence. The 


habits of extravagance which they have formed, and the love of dis. © 
play which they have acquired, disqualify them for becoming good © 
members of society. If they are dauzhters and become connected | 
with industrious and enterprising companions, their ignorance of buis. © 
- ness, their tondness for dress, and their indolent and gossiping habits, © 
embitter the lite of their husbands, and perhaps drive them-to intem- 7 
perance. I have been distressed in the contemplation of the evil of © 
which | complain. 1 know not that any remedy is so near that it can; | 
be immediately applied. 1 would merely suggest, however, that the. 
rich might apply a remedy if they were disposed, and as the evil com. | 
menced with them, it is their duty to begin the reform. Let them | 


“retrench the glittering trappings of their children.”—not “to narrow 
weeds,” but to that simplicity and plainness of dress, which are much 
more becoming rational beings. Let them manifest bytheir conduct that 
they highly approve of consistency in those who assume a stile con- 
formable to their condition in life. Let them dissuade their children 
from that proud emulation in dress which has given rise to the present 


extravagant taste. By so doing they would confer a lasting benefit . 


on the community, and would coptribute to bring back those days of 
independence and industry, when the great mass of population were 
more happy than at present. 


This subject having occupied my mind during the evening I retired 


to rest still thinking what measures could be taken to diminish the evil, | ; 


I fell asleep, and the following scene presented itself to my imagina- 
tion | fancied myself in the streets of a very populous city, where all 
was bustle and tumult. The most superb carriages drove along filled 
with ladies and gentlemen, dressed in the most extravagant manner. | 
could not distinctly understand their conversation, theugh they talked 
loud and laughed immoderately, as is the custom with many fashionable 
people at the present day, in their genteel routs, balls and parties of 
pleasure. From what I could collect of broken sentences, I concluded 
there was to be some public exhibition, at which the sons and daughe 
ters of fashion would vie with each other in the splendour of their ap- 
pearance. I resolved to follow on, in hopes of finding some one wha 
would gratify my curiosity. In this I was not disappointed. A very 
grave and respectable looking man accosted me in a friendly manner, 
and asked me if I was going to the levee. I told himI wasa stranger in 
the place, and would like to know the cause of all the parade and bus- 
tle which I saw among the genffemen and ladies. Oh sir, said he, these 
people are all worshippers of the Goddess of Fashion, and she holds a 
levee this day in this place, at which all her votaries are permitted to 
~appear, and such as are found to be most devoted to her service will 
receive her approbation; if you will go alorig with me, we can secure 

a place where we can be'silent spectatators of the scene. There was 
sopiotiaiie of the appearance of mystery in all this which I could not 
comprehend, and yet there was so much appearance of reality that } 
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resolved not to be sceptical and think it all fairy. As we passed along, 
many splendid chariots drove by us, in some of which I thought I dis- 
covered countenances that were familiar to me, Multitudes seemed to 


} be pressing forward on foot, who were as gaily dressed as those in car- 


riages, though there seemed to be much more of tinsel about them: | 
could plainly perceive, that this class cast many scornful glances at 
those who rode in state, and they seemed to be filled with rancour and 
malice, because they could not ‘cut so great a dash.’ The whole conver- 
sation was about dress: one asked another, if she did not admire the new 
chinchilli cap, which Miss——,who had just gone by, had on—“‘Oh yes, 
said her companion, I am delighted to death with it, and I have engag- 
ed Mrs.———to make me one exactly like it, of olive silk velvet, which 
will appear quite as well at a distance, and will not cost one-fifth as 


4 much—and I am likewise to have two large white plumes, which will 


not cost but a dollar each, and they will look full as gay as those of 
Miss——.”’ I felt a great curiosity to see this article of head furniture 

which had called forth such eloquence ; and as the carriage in which 

the woman was riding had occasion to stop a few minutes, I posted 

myself in a convenient position to take the dimensions of it in the best 

mathematicial manner. It resembied in shape the shell of a cocoa-nut, 

or a pumpkin, with one end cut off and scooped out so as to come down 

upon the back-side of the head, and leave the whole of the face and 

the upper part of the forehead, to be gazed at by the spectators, and 
this I apprehend to have been the object of the contriver. To this 

there was indeed attached a white lace veil, that might be thrown over 
the face, if the lady should at any time feel disconcerted by the uncouth 

stare of any gentleman. Much of the conversation of these giddy lov- 
ers of pleasure was very amusing to me, but I cannot now recall it to 

memory. But I distinctly recollect the peculiar animation which glow- 
éd in eath countenance, while they discoursed about their frivolities. 
At length we approached the temple where the rich and the gay were 

to display themselves and excite the envy of each other. It was a su- 
perb building constructed something like an amphitheatre, and upon 
the model of Grecian architecture. The front was beautifully adorned 
with Corinthian columns of the richest Parian marble. There was a 
large court before the temple, surrounded by a wall, and which was 
ornamented with statues of the best artists. No expense seemed to 
have been spared in the erection and adorning of this temple. I was 
told by my guide that the means for constructing this noble and beau- 
tiful edifice, and for adorning it in the most elegant manner, and also 
for maintaining the whole establishment of the “goddess of fashion,” 
were procured by a tax levied upon certain articles of trade, and upon 
several persons who derived their principal profits from the humble 
worshippers of the goddess. Milleners, mantua-makers, and tailors 
paid each a heavy tax, and all those mechanics who were principally 
employed in manufacturing articles of luxury, were obliged to contri- 
bute according to the profits of their buisness. By such measures a 
very princely revenue is raised without exciting any uneasinesss. It is 
ascertained by experience that men will cheerfully pay taxes for those 
things which administer to their pleasures. I cannot give you a very 
exact description of this superb building, nor is it necessary—I only 
recollect that we ascended a flight of steps of the most beautiful marble 


4} and entered a spacious hall, very richly decorated, and hung round 











with paintings of exquisite workmanship. At the end of this hall stood 
the theone of the Goddess which was a little elevated above the level 
o ihe dloor, so-that she was to be seen by every individual among the 
crowd while she couid also have a clear view of all her votaries. A 
rich canopy of the most expensive and gay materials, curiously wrought 
with tine needle work hung over the throne. Her dress was of the 
most costly materiais, which | understood were recently furnished bya 
mimber of manuiacturers in France, and were made up by some of the 
Most tonist milieners and mantuamakers in the city of London. This 
deed of charity brings many hundred pounds to the donors of each side 
of the water. My miud was strangely aflected by such a display as ev- 
ery where met my eyes. 1 pressed through the croud in order to get 
a stand as near the throne as possible, that | might accurately débserve 
the diiferent personages, and the reception they met with. Behind the 
geat of the Goddess, on the wail directly over her head, were written 
these words in very iegible characters :—Vanity oi vanities, all is van- 
ity.” l observed that many of the worshippers, whose countenances 
were flushed with joy as they received the smiles of the goddess sigh- 
ed as they read these words. 1 concluded that they felt there was 
much truth in them, though they would giadly believe that the person 
who caused them to be indelibly inscribed on the walls of the hall, was 
an enemy to social life, and wished only to torment the lovers of pleas- 
wre. It was curious to see with what adoritness this artful being man- 
aged her votaries. She passed some flattering compliment upon each 
one, which was reccived with peculiar delight, and served to increase 
attachment which must in many cases prove ruinous to the person. 

At the upper end of the hail, and directiy back of the throne, was a 
door which opened into the spacious gardens belonging to the temple. 
Into these all the votaries of the goddess were admitted as they passed 
in review before her. Here they indulged themselves in all manner 
of excess. After the votaries had principally passed out of the hall, 
my companion pulled me by the sleeve, and asked me if I would take 
a walk in the garden and see how these thoughtless beings spent their 
time. ‘To which proposal | readily assented. We walked directly for- 
ward, and my guide, who was a very plain man, and wore a broad 
brimmed hat, would not even condescend to bow to the goddess. I 
noliced that she cast upon him a look of the greatest contempt, andl 
heard her say to some of her attendants, “If all men were like that 
churl of a quaker, our beautiful establishment would soon come to 
pought.”?. As we entered, we found them engaged in different sports. 
Though they all appeared to be much upon an equality while in the 


presence of the goddess, yet the better sort (as they considered them- 


gelves) would not now associate with those who endeavour to imitate 
them in outward show. Notwithstanding the gaiety & cheerfulness which 
distinguished the diflerent parties in the garden, I could plainly discov- 
er that most of them were discontented and unhappy ; their hearts were 
torn with the conflicting passions of envy, hatred, malice & pride. Some 
were heapd to acknowledge, that all their parade was of no use, and I 
thought they approved in their heart of the simplicity and neatness of 
my companion’s dress, especially when they reflected on the expenses 
necessary to support their own. As we were passing from one scene 
ef merriment to another, in order to observe the folly of the votaries 
ef fashion, we heard a doleful shriek from one part of the garden which 


appeared to be occupied by a party, whose stile of dress was much the 
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mest expensive of any that we contemplated. Some of the ladies faint- 
ed away, and many of the gentieman who had strutted and blustered in 
the most extravagant manner, looked wild and confused at first, and then 
attempted to hide themselves from the observation of their associates. 
| did not imediately see the cause of this consternation; but as many of 
the company fled as fast as possible, | soon perceived two very squalilid 
and shabby looking figures, which I was told were “Want and Poverty,” 
ressing on after them, with hasty strides. Som¢ of the company who 
Pad nothing to fear from these hateful looking personages, seemed to 
enjoy the confusion into which their friends were thrown by their 
approach, and though they themselves were in some respects, the au- 
thors of their wretchedness, they manifested no sympathy for them. 
The centinued shrieks of these unfortunate persons, as the spectators 
came nearer to them, so agitated my frame, that | awoke and found 
myself in a tremour, while the sweat stood in drops upon my face. 

The improvement which I determined to make of this singular dream, 
was to avoid that ridiculous extravagance in dress and living, which has 
already reduced so many families to beggary. I resolved to wear my 
old coat a little longer before I throw it off,—that if here and there a 
darn should be seen in my waistcoat, or the knees of my pantaloons, § 
would not be ashamed of them ;—that if my neighbour, who could af- 
ford it, appeared better than myself, | resolved not to envy them, nor 
be tempted by their example to plunge into debt. By pursuing such 
a course, I believe I shall be respected as I ought to be, or as I should 
be if I exceeded my income to make a better figure. In this way also 
I shall be able to save a trifle to contribute to some benevolent soci- 
ety, whose object is to give the bread of life to the wretched. I hope 
some of your readers, who may now be indulging themselves or their 
children beyond what their estates will justify, will adopt a similar res- 
olution, and by their iudustry and economy, prevent “want from coming 
upon them as one that travelleth, and poverty as an armed man.” 

O. M, 
Two interesting letters are received from J. Armstrong, Esq. and David 
| Marks, which were mislaid, but will appear in the nezt. 
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